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Dezember 2014 

 
Dear friends and supporters of steps for children,  
Today at the end of December we look back at an eventful and successful year in 2014. In this 
newsletter we would again like to bring you news about of projects and tell you about some good 
examples of actions and events in Germany. Please understand that we cannot inform you of the 
complete range of support that we receive. We are working on greater visibility and our new web-
site gives us new possibilities. All this is only possible with your help and we would like of course to 
acknowledge that! We would be delighted if you could also support our activities in 2015. 
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First “guardian angel” children move up to the upper school 
Through the Guardian Angel programme the steps for 
children foundation wants in 2015 to support a total of 
78 school children who were previously in our pre-
schools. In the meantime the first 3 ”guardian angel” 
children who have been with us for 7 years are moving up 
to the upper school. In Otavi and Okakarara we are taking 
new first formers into the programme and also 5 children 
who visited our partner project ”Otto Gamseb” in 
Rehoboth will be supported by us in their further 
education in the coming year. 
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Once again it has been shown that the children who visit 
our pre-schools and who are further supported by us 
almost all get better results and reports than the average 
of other children in their classes. That shows how useful 
and sustainable our help is! 
 
For 192 Euro a year or 16 Euro a month we give the 
children we support a school uniform and the books, 
exercise books, pens and pencils that they need. In 
addition they receive warm meals in our soup kitchen and 
help with their homework through our afternoon 
supervision. 
Help us and be a Guardian Angel for one of our school 
children!  

 
 
steps in Gobabis 

 

New team in the carpentry  
 

 

Alongside the repair and manufacture of furniture and 
toys, in 2014 we started with the production of solar 
ovens. Today we produce a chicken-size oven and a bigger 
goat-size oven for use by the local population in cooking. 
A solar bread-oven is in the test phase. 
 
The aim of all three ovens is to reduce the costs of the 
necessary firewood and in an environmentally-friendly 
way to use the natural energy of the sun. After the 
departure of Alfons Katjipuka, our previous carpenter, we 
were able to put a new team together and after brief 
break in production, Willem, Romario and Amon have 
already produced a total of 12 solar ovens. 
 

With the production and sales important job opportunities are provided. In addition the sale of the 
solar-ovens should also make a financial contribution to the pre-school and soup kitchen in Gobabis. 

 
 
Beauty contest and lots more 
 

 
 

Our volunteer Doreen Dieck has been in Gobabis for 3 
months and has already experienced a lot in the steps-
project. The beauty contest counts as one of the most 
unusual activities. Doreen relates: ”Miss Summer and Miss 
Light 2014 were sought. It was a huge event: the hall was 
festively decorated, there were lots of rehearsals and of 
course the children looked super. Between the displays of 
casual wear, summer wear and evening dress, the boys 
danced. It was a real festival and the public was 
delighted!” 
 

http://www.stepsforchildren.de/schutzengel-oka/
http://www.stepsforchildren.de/schutzengel-oka/
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Alongside such events, Doreen is also involved in the daily 
activities of steps. ”Most of all, I am busy with the steps 
homes. Together with Maureen and Mr. Bartmann, we 
visit the families and have lots of discussions. The inter-
personal relationships are the most important side of the 
work and especially in this, Maureen and Mr. Bartmann 
are a great team.” Read the whole story at:  
 
http://www.stepsforchildren.de/volontaerin-gobabis/ 

 

 

steps in Okakarara 
 
 

Vegetable growing to be expanded 
 

 

 

In 2014 we were able to start up our vegetable garden 
successfully thanks to our advisor Gal Sirton. It is a 
community project for which we involved five women 
from the neighbourhood in the first five months to start 
the vegetable garden. Now the women sell the 
vegetables, including cabbages, beetroot, carrots, spinach 
and tomatoes from a small stand on the road and thus 
have their own income. 
 
 A part of the money is used to finance new seed and 
other small running expenses. Our steps project in 
Okakara also receives fresh vegetables every day for the 
soup kitchen and some scarce extra funding. As a result of 
this success we want to extend the vegetable garden next 
year by another 2-4 fields- To get the expansion going we 
urgently need donations e.g. for a greenhouse to grow 
seedlings and for technical equipment such as a sprayer, a 
cultivator, a plough and a small tractor. 

Donate now! 

We would welcome your donation to the steps for children foundation 
with the reference ”Vegetable garden” at the Hamburger Sparkasse 
bank, account number: 1238149726, sort code 200 505 50, IBAN: DE44 
2005 0550 1238 1497 26, BIC: HASPADEHHXXX or online at 
www.stepsforchildren.de  

 
 

http://www.stepsforchildren.de/volontaerin-gobabis/
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Building work progressing on the second guesthouse 
 

 
The current guesthouse in Okakarara is an excellent income-generating step that has taken us a big 
step forward towards paying the costs of our social steps. Since the town of Okakarara is gaining 
more local importance and ever more public bodies are establishing themselves there, we have 
decided to build a second guesthouse. Thanks to countless donations we were able in August to start 
the building of a house with a total of five rooms and a central kitchen. It will be provided with warm 
water from solar energy and will have a higher standard than the current guesthouse. 
 
We need further donations for the first solar panels which will cost 2,800 Euro. Help us to provide 
warm water in our guesthouse in an environmentally friendly way. 
 

Donate now! 
We would welcome your donation to the steps for children foundation 
with the reference ”Guesthouse” at the Hamburger Sparkasse bank, 
account number: 1238149726, sort code 200 505 50, IBAN: DE44 2005 
0550 1238 1497 26, BIC: HASPADEHHXXX or online at 
www.stepsforchildren.de 

 

 

 

steps in Otavi 
 

More pre-school classes planned 
 

 

 
In the coming year we want to try to open a third pre-
school class in our project in Otavi, so that a total of 45 
children can be prepared for the primary school. Our 
partner, the Khoeb St. John’s Home, will provide us with 
the room. Two teachers will begin their training at the 
Namibian College of Open Learning (NAMCOL). 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stepsforchildren.de/sfc-startseite/einen-betrag-nach-eigener-wahl-spenden.html
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In 2014 the children were delighted with the shade-giving 
roof in the school yard and the two blackboards on the 
outside walls of the pre-school. In their breaks, the 
children have great fun writing and drawing on the 
boards. The donations for theses came from our 2013 
Advent’s calendar. Have you looked behind the doors in 
our 2014 calendar – it is worth it! 

 
 
steps in Rehoboth 
 

Lovely rental houses – more income 
 

 
   

In Rehoboth we have improved our apartment houses, 
including repainting the outside walls of our rental-
houses and installing a rolling-door. We are also at the 
moment extending the wall around the site since 
previously there was barbed-wire on some sides.  
As a result of the modernisations and repairs, we were 
able to increase the rents and thus get more income for 
our project partners Heart for the Children and Otto 
Gamseb. 

For 2015 we are planning to build a new school building. Luckily a part of the costs has already been 
covered by donations and we offer our grateful thanks to all our donors. On our website you can see 
what funds for a roof over their heads are still needed.  

 
 
steps in Deutschland 

  

New ambassador for steps 
 

 

Professor Cornelius Herstatt, Head of the Institute for 
Technology and Innovation Management (TIM) and 
Director of the Centre for Frugal Innovation (CFI) at the 
Technical University at Hamburg-Harburg is a new 
ambassador for the steps for children foundation. What 
gave him the motivation to do that, he explains himself: ”I 
have been travelling regularly in southern Africa for over 
20 years. This part of the world has given me so much. For 
me it is the cradle of humanity and the most beautiful part 
of the world. But I have also seen the other side - in 
particular the many children without hope on the streets. 
These children are the future of Africa and need a lot of 
help. This is exactly where the steps for children 
foundation is active and this excites me. That is why I 
support steps for children.” 

 

http://www.stepsforchildren.de/fuer-ein-dach-ueber-dem-kopf/
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We celebrate 25 years of German-Namibian relations 
 

 
Dr. Michael Hoppe and  

Professor Cornelius Herstatt (v.l.) 
 

 
The african band Yakawumbu 

 

 
Joe Ashipala, First Secretary  of the embassy of 
Namibia and steps- Business Manager, Heike 

Grunewald 
 
All Fotos © TUHH/Moritz Göld 

In co-operation with the Technical University of 
Hamburg-Harburg (TUHH), we took the occasion of 25 
years of German-Namibian relations to hold a podium-
discussion with the theme ”German development 
support in Africa – exemplified by 25 years of German-
Namibian relations”. The evening was chaired by 
Professor Cornelius Herstatt, Head of the Institute for 
Technology and Innovation Management (TIM) and 
Director of the Centre for Frugal Innovation (CFI) at the 
TUHH, our new steps-ambassador. The African band 
Yakawumbu under the leadership of the much-loved 
singer and entertainer Angelina Akpovo brought the 
invigorating music and dance-culture of west Africa a bit 
closer. TUHH president Garabed Antranikian opened the 
event in which about 150 guests took part. The Namibian 
ambassador had to cancel his appearance at short notice 
but Joe Ashipala, first secretary at the embassy, travelled 
from Berlin and read a message of welcome from the 
ambassador. Participants in the high-powered podium 
discussion were senior government advisor Judith 
Schwethelm (federal ministry for business support and 
development, Bonn), ministerial advisor Peter Webers 
(federal ministry for education and research, Bonn), 
Jasper Vogt (entertainer and promoter), Professor Ralf 
Utterpohl (head of the institute for waste water 
management and water protection at the TUHH) and Dr. 
Michael Hoppe, founder and chairman of the  steps for 
children foundation who gave the guests an impressive 
presentation on the work of our foundation. In the focus 
of the discussion were the specific experiences and 
involvement of the participants in southern Africa 
together with the problems that large development 
projects in particular bring with them. At the reception 
that followed, students from Africa at the TUHH provided 
culinary specialities from their native lands. It was a very 
rich and full evening that will stay long in our memories. 
We are delighted that many guests were so impressed by 
our work that they made donations on the evening. A very 
big thank you goes to the TUHH for the wonderful 
cooperation and the perfect organisation! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 
 

8th Annual General Meeting of the Friends of steps 
 

 

For the eighth time we invited the members of the 
friends of steps and other interested people to our 
annual general meeting.  
On November 5th 15 members approved the financial 
report and together with 30 other guests heard very 
varied presentations and reports from the chairman, 
Michael Hoppe, and former volunteers about the projects. 
There was much interest in the voluntary work in Namibia 
as well as in Germany. The meeting took place for the last 
time in our former offices. 

 
 

 

 

 

We say THANK YOU! 
 

The annual conference of the BDEW 
 

 
Hildegard Müller and Heike Grunewald 

© Gerhard Kassner 

During the course of this year’s conference of the federal 
society for the energy and water industry (BDEW) which 
took place from the 24th – 26th June in Berlin, we were 
named as the charity-project for 2014 by Hildegard 
Müller, the chief executive of the BDEW, for the ”Solar 
ovens for Namibia” project. In the presence of more than 
1000 representatives of German firms, we were able to 
report to the meeting on our work in Namibia. The 
nomination as charity of the year for 2014 came with a 
very generous donation. We thank the BDEW most 
heartily for this tremendous support! 
The video of the report on our projects at the conference 
can be seen here:  

http://bdew.de/internet.nsf/id/bdew-kongress-2014-
videos-de 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

http://bdew.de/internet.nsf/id/bdew-kongress-2014-videos-de
http://bdew.de/internet.nsf/id/bdew-kongress-2014-videos-de
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Talk with Soul 
 

 

On November 7th the Hamburg firms ICON 
IMMOBIELIEN GmbH and Wph Wohnbau und 
Projektentwicklung Hamburg GmbH had a social evening 
for their project partners with the motto ”Talk with 
Soul”. Above the roofs of Hamburg in the Alster Tower, 
they not only talked, danced and enjoyed themselves, but 
they were also encouraged to donate to our foundation. 
Already beforehand, Paul Vollmer, Simon Vollmer and 
Oliver Seitner, the managers of the firms had given 
support to the planned guesthouses in Oka and were able 
to motivate their guests to support the planned school 
building in Rehoboth. They were able to make very 
impressive donations to both building projects. 

 

 
Your actions for steps 
 

We are repeatedly astonished at the superb initiatives that our friends and supporters think of to 
bring attention to the work of our foundation in Namibia and to collect urgently needed donations. 
Es gibt Sammelaktionen zu runden Geburtstagen im privaten wie auch beruflichen Umfeld, 
Sportveranstaltungen, Vorträge in Kirchen, Firmenevents, Versteigerungen oder das Anschreiben 
seiner persönlichen Facebook-Kontakte, so dass wir innerhalb einer Woche 200 neue Facebook-
Freunde auf unserer Seite registrieren konnten. Manchmal ist die ganze Familie aktiv, verkauft 
Kuchen, wirbt per Spendenaufruf und bekommt so einen fünfstelligen Spendenbetrag zusammen! 
Wir bedanken uns hier bei allen, die im Kleinen und Großen für unsere Ziele und Visionen werben 
und bitten um Verständnis, dass wir leider an dieser Stelle nicht all diese beeindruckenden Aktionen 
in unseren Newsletter aufnehmen können. 
 
However under steps aktuell and on Facebook we report not only on our projects but also on the 

travels and activities of our supporters. Have a look in and let yourself be inspired!  

 
 

 
 
Donations of time 
 

 

A very big thank you also goes to all our voluntary 
supporters who have been with us or who in the 
background have donated many hours of their skills and 
who have put their network of contacts at our disposal. 
Without them our activities and our formidable 
achievements would not have been possible. 
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Of course we also have a lot planned for 2015. That however will only be possible together with you 
and other supporters, ambassadors and donors by our side. So that the circle of supporters can grow 
larger, we are always delighted to be able to give presentations of our work. Posters and articles 
about our work are very good at making it more visible and there are many possibilities for how a 
little can be made to go a long way. Please contact us. 
 
Every donation helps – you will be investing in the future of needy children. Please donate to the 
steps for children foundation: 
 
                            Hamburger Sparkasse bank, account number: 1238149726, sort code: 200 505 50 
                            IBAN: DE44 2005 0550 1238 1497 26, BIC: HASPDEHHXXX  
    or online at www.stepsforchildren.de 

 
In many countries, donations to steps for children can be set against income tax. You will 

automatically be sent a receipt after your donation has been received. 
 
We wish you a good start to the year 2015! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Michael Hoppe     Heike Grunewald 

 
 
German office: 
Stiftung steps for children 
Markusstr. 7 
20355 Hamburg 
T +49 (0) 40 389 027 - 88 
F +49 (0)40 389 042 – 86 
info@stepsforchildren.de 
www.stepsforchildren.de 
 

 
 
 
Editors: Kerstin Jueterbock, Heike Grunewald 
Responsible for the content: Michael Hoppe 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
To unsubscribe from this newsletter click here. 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.stepsforchildren.de/
http://www.stepsforchildren.de/

